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PLAY VIDEO or go to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=31&v=5Wzwv3PeSqA
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The NMC is an Australian Wool Innovation (AWI) initiative designed to allow young people to engage with the 

Merino industry by developing their knowledge, skills and networks, and involves presentations and 
demonstrations from industry professionals. Students participate in seven ‘mini-challenges’ over two days, testing 

their knowledge of Merino fleece, production, breeding and selection.

Techniques from several well-known industry initiatives, such as MERINOSELECT, Lifetime Wool, Bredwell Fedwell
and Visual Sheep Scores, are used throughout the NMC, giving students a realistic and practical insight into the 

tools available to growers to make more informed decisions.

The Challenge has two sections – late secondary and tertiary – and is open to years 11 and 12 and tertiary 

students, Australia-wide. The tertiary sector includes university students and those studying through TAFE or 
another RTO.

The NMC provides teachers with materials and techniques to prepare their students for the Challenge, as well as 

providing the students with materials they can use to get ready for the NMC.

Students can choose to do as much or as little work in the lead up to the NMC as they like. Materials are provided 
to all participants and their teachers to create a more even playing field.

The 2019 NMC will be held at Sydney Showgrounds on Saturday, 25 and Sunday, 26 May 2018. Students are to 

attend the two-day competition, which incorporates an industry dinner to allow them to meet key industry 

figures and have a bit of fun!
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A hands-on one-day workshop will be held during early May, near Ross (location to be confirmed).

National Merino Challenge State Champions Anna Cotton and Catriona Nicholls, supported by Evelyn Archer, TAS 
TAFE and Stewart Raine, Roberts Ltd will take students and lecturers through key elements of the NMC 
challenges.

The workshop is free.  Lunch will be provided.  Resources also will be provided on the day for students and 
lecturers to take home.
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All participants and trainers from Tasmania are eligible for a travel bursary.

To receive the bursary you must:

• You must register and pay for the 2019 NMC.
• You must have booked your flights and attach the receipt.
• Bursaries will be awarded up to the value of 50% of your travel costs, to a maximum of $400.
• Download form nmc.com.au
• Accommodation details on the website: http://www.awinmc.com.au/
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Check out Australian Wool Innovation’s range of other education and leadership opportunities.
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Not sure you have a handle on the basics? Register you and your students to the Woolmark Learning Centre to 
explore the wool industry from farm to fashion. This 15 module course offers an easy-to-digest overview of the 
wool industry from fleece to fibre processing and into your wardrobe.  Find out why wool is nature’s finest fibre at 
https://www.woolmarklearningcentre.com/
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https://www.woolmarklearningcentre.com/


Please RSVP to:

Cat Nicholls | cat.hot.tin.roof@bigpond.com
Anna Cotton | annacotton@hotmail.com.au

9


